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  www.aauwsalemor.org  Theme:  Breaking Through Barriers

Calendar
Sat., Jan. 9, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
 Expanding Your Horizons
 Willamette University

(There is no January branch meeting.)

Tue., Jan. 12, 6 p.m.--Board meeting
 YWCA
 1255 Broadway St. NE

Fri., Jan. 15--Newsletter deadline
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Leader of the Month
January--Joyce Zook
February--Gloria Holland

You are invited to observe

Expanding Your Horizons
AAUW-sponsored 

STEM day for
middle-school girls

at Willamette University
on Saturday, January 9, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

When many of us were young, women had only a few 
career choices--teacher, nurse, secretary, stewardess.  It 
took an especially talented or imaginative young woman to 
see other possibilities. Now the options are endless.

Each girl attending this yearʼs Expanding Your Horizons 
can participate in three out of 27 workshops, including
* Green chemistry--Building solar cells
* Paramedic/firefighter
* Veterinarian
* Crime scene investigator
* Museum curator
* Math and science in the courtroom
* Architecture
* Aerospace
* Park ranger
* Animation
* Medical laboratory scientist
* Water treatment

You are invited to come to Smith Auditorium to find out the 
schedule, then observe one or more of these workshops at 
which women introduce groups of girls to careers in STEM 
fields (science, technology, engineering, math).

AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education and research.
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Vol. 87, No. 5       Salem AAUW
        P.O. Box 2144
        Salem, OR  97308

Newsletter Editor:  Sally Hollemon
503-391-8978, rhollemon@comcast.net
Circulation Staff:  Linda Holsing--chair,
Jo Bateman, Donna Briney, Marge Covey,  
Chrisanne Lauritsen, Meredith Sheehy, 
Margo Spielman, Wilma Stramp

Webpage:  www.aauwsalemor.org
Web manager:  Betsy McDowell, 
503-371-9054, betsymcd@comcast.net

Board Members
Leadership Team: One officer is assigned 
for each month.  See box on Page 1.

Program VP:  Mary Ellen Dello Stritto
Co-Membership VPs:  Elaine Walker and
   Marjorie Stoltzfus
Communications VP:  Sally Hollemon
Finance VP:  Tammy Anderson
Secretary:  Gloria Holland
Awards & Grants:  Joanne Stern

AAUW, founded in 1881, is open to all 
graduates who hold the associate, 
baccalaureate or higher degree from a 
college or university on the AAUW list of 
qualified institutions.  In principle and in 
practice, AAUW values and seeks a 
diverse membership.  There shall be no 
barriers to full participation in this 
organization on the basis of gender, race, 
creed, age, sexual orientation, national 
origin, disability, or class.

For information about
joining the Salem Branch,

contact one of the
Co-Membership VPs:

Elaine Walker, 503-856-8845
walkerathogan@msn.com

or
Marjorie Stoltzfus, 503-763-0829

joemarjst@comcast.net

     National Conference 
for College Women 

Student Leaders

Do you know a college woman who is a student leader or a potential 
student leader--your daughter or granddaughter or a neighbor?  If so, 
tell her to check out the website at http://www.nccwsl.org to find out 
about this year’s national conference to be held June 3-5 at the 
University of Maryland.  

The conference is an opportunity for college women to hear 
inspirational speakers, gain information and develop skills of 
leadership, and make friends and contacts across the country.  The 
website includes suggestions on how to obtain financial help in 
attending.

Public Policy: Oregon Health Authority
Nancy Burt, Public Policy Chair

We have all watched the efforts of the U.S. Congress to reform our 
health care system.  It has been agonizing no matter which political  
party you prefer.  Meanwhile, during Oregon's 2009 legislative 
session, our state achieved what the federal government has so far 
failed to do:  Oregon reformed our health care system.  The chairman 
of the House Health Committee put together a comprehensive plan 
following the recommendations of the Oregon Health Fund Board.  
The aim is to give access and coverage to all citizens, to transform 
health care delivery, to improve the population's health and to reduce 
health care costs.

You will see new programs and new ways of managing emerge as the 
system is put into place.  For instance, a health insurance exchange 
for kids is about to begin, the first of its kind in the nation.  In 
January, according to the Statesman Journal, children in families 
between 200 percent and 300 percent of the federal poverty level will 
qualify for state-subsidized health coverage offered by five private 
insurers.  Called Healthy KidsConnect, it will serve as many as 
35,000 children.    It allows consumers to comparison-shop plans 
with standardized benefits.  The program will leverage federal funds 
as well.

Stay tuned for more progress as we go along.  Websites:  www.aauw.org 
       www.aauw-oregon.org
       www.aauwsalemor.org
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  Membership    
Elaine Walker & Marjorie Stoltzfus 

Welcome New Members
 
Janice M. Hart
Oregon State University  BS

Christine L. Portland
Pacific University  PhD

Robin LaMonte
University of Oregon  BS
Transfer from the Oregon Online Branch

        
 Great Decisions 2010   

Marian Churchill, Chair

We will kick off the new year of Great Decisions discussions with an organizational meeting at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, February 1, at Capital Manorʼs 3rd floor lounge.  

This yearʼs topics for discussion are:  Special envoys   Kenya and R2P 
      Global crime   U.S.-China security relations
      Global financial crisis Russia and its neighbors 
      The Persian Gulf   Peacekeeping 

Be thinking which topic you would like to lead with another member of the group.  Other decisions to 
be made are:

 * Is the first Monday a convenient evening to meet?
 * Should we meet during the summer or take off a month or two?

The study booklets will be passed out at the February 1 meeting, and weʼll each contribute a few 
dollars to pay for light refreshments at the meetings.   

We invite new members to join us for this year-long series of discussions.  To add your name to the 
list (or for further information), contact Marian Churchill at 503-362-8653 or tomarian@q.com by 
January 15 so we can be sure weʼll have enough study booklets at our first meeting.

Please join us.  We look forward to adding new insight to the group.
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 Interest 
     Groups
* Group would love new members!

*Afternoon  Needlework--Wed., Jan. 13, 1 p.m.
Hostess:  Heraldine Schwartz
New members are invited.  Bring a project.
Chair:  Marge Covey

* Book a Month--Thu., Jan. 7, 7 p.m.
Hostess:  Penelope Smith
Book:  The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 
 Indian by Sherman Alexie
Leader:  Trish Hanna
Chair:  Wilma Stramp

*Book Browsers--Thu., Jan. 14, 10 a.m.
Hostess:  Wanda Erwin
Co-hostess:  Donna Briney
Chair:  Marge Covey

*Fourth Monday Bridge--Mon., Jan. 25, 12:30 p.m.
Hostess:  Jewell Fowler
Chair:  Kay Souter

*Third Thursday Bridge--Thu., Jan. 21, 12:30 p.m.
Hostess:  Kay Myklebust
We welcome new members!
Chair:  Trish Hanna

*Creative Cooking--Wed., Jan. 13, 6:30 p.m.
Hostess:  Lark Abrahamson
Co-hostess:  Chrisanne Lauritsen
Chair:  Gloria Holland

*Great Decisions--Mon., Feb. 1, 7 p.m.
See article on Page 3.  New members are invited to
 join.  Please notify Marian by January 15.
Chair:  Marian Churchill

*It’s a Mystery Lit.--Tue., Jan. 19, 1:30 p.m.
Hostess:  Madeline Rempel
Author:  Victoria Thompson
Chair:  Donna Carver 

*Lunchtime Literature--Thu., Jan. 21, 11:45 a.m.
Restaurant:  McGrath’s downtown, 350 Chemeketa
Book:  When the Crocodile Eats the Sun
 by Peter Godwin
Leader:  Ann Trombley
chair:  Ann Trombley

*Out to Lunch Bunch--Fri., Jan. 8, 11:30 a.m.
Restaurant:  Geppetto's Italian Restaurant, 
 616 Lancaster Dr. NE, Salem
Reservations to: Tammy Anderson
  by Wed., Jan 6
Chair:  Margo Spielman

*Potpourri--Mon., Jan. 11, 6:30 p.m.
Restaurant:  Thai Fusion, 3330 Commercial SE
 503-991-5918
Chair:  Madeline Rempel

Saturday Night Live--Sat., Jan. 2, 6:30 p.m.
Hosts:  Gloria Holland
Cooks:  Gloria Holland and Joanne Stern
Chair:  Mary Milbrath
This group is accepting names for a waiting list.

Sequel Literature--Tue., Jan. 12, 9:30 a.m.
Hostess:  Anne McKillip 
Co-Hostess:  Kay Cogswell    
Book:  Patriot Hearts by Barbara Hambly
Discussion Leader:  Marian Churchill 
Co-Chairs:  Kay Cogswell and Ellen Howard
This group is accepting names for a waiting list.

If you want to start a new interest group, contact 
Nancy Burt, coordinator.
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¡Adelante! Book

Seal Woman by Solveig Eggerz

In the rubble of post-World War II Berlin, artist Charlotte flees her past and everything she's lost by responding 
to an ad calling for "strong women who can cook and do farm work" in Iceland.  Painful memories and ghosts 
follow Charlotte as she struggles to make a new life in a raw and rugged landscape. This debut novel celebrates 
the twin powers of storytelling and art as ways to move Charlotte and everyone she loves toward peace.

    Holiday Brunch
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Evelyn Lorence visits with
Mary Ellen Dello Stritto holding 

daughter Elena.

Mary Ellen Dello Stritto 
organized the Holiday 
Brunch at Illahe Hills Country 
Club.  She enlisted her 
husband Joe Harchenko, 
pictured at right, to play 
seasonal songs on the cello 
before and after the brunch 
meal.

AAUW members and guests 
enjoyed visiting with each 
other in the festive environ-
ment.

 Brunch attendees

http://btobsearch.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbninquiry.asp?pubID=K183320&ean=9780979625534&btob=y
http://btobsearch.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbninquiry.asp?pubID=K183320&ean=9780979625534&btob=y
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 Brunch
 attendees

Pictured from left:  Joanne Stern, new student-affiliate 
member Nelya Drofyak holding rosebud, 

and Betsy McDowell.
New member Diane Moorehead (at right) 

holding rosebud presented to her by 
Elaine Walker, Co-Membership V.P.



Travel with AAUW
AAUW member Ann Hite of TravelSmart Partners has a new international 
travel program for fellow AAUW members.  The Directorʼs “Learn & 
Explore” travel series was designed to expand knowledge and 
understanding of women in other areas of the world and the issues that 
are important to them. Each tour is developed to complement our mission 
of equity for women and will include an AAUW host.

The first tour in this travel series, Vietnam & Cambodia, is set for February 
19–March 7. The Women of Peru is scheduled for July 16–28.  These 
tours will focus on exploring the customs and culture of the countries with 
an emphasis on current and historical barriers faced by women and the 

creative ways women have broken through those barriers.

For information on these and other tour destinations check out TravelSmartʼs website at http://
www.travelsmartpartners.com/aauw/index.html or call 800.892.9681.

Community Project:  Emergency Birth Control Access Project
The Oregon Foundation for Reproductive Health created the Emergency Birth Control Access Project 
with the goals of decreasing barriers to accessing emergency contraceptives and reducing high rates 
of unintended pregnancies.

In order to achieve this goal members of the Access Project are educating local pharmacists about 
the functionality and proper use of Emergency Birth Control (EBC); increasing awareness among 
Health Care Providers about the need to talk with their patients about Emergency Birth Control; 
engaging and educating the public about Emergency Birth Control and where women can go to 
access ongoing birth control services including EBC in their communities. The Access Project is 
focusing its efforts in communities where geographical distance to services is a barrier, mainly outside 
the larger metropolitan areas. 

Social marketing research speaks strongly to the important role that women 
can play in educating their daughters, granddaughters, nieces, neighbors, 
and friends. Unintended pregnancy is the single greatest reason women fall 
into poverty.  There is no one greater impact we can make on the health of 
Oregon women and their families than to help them prevent an unintended 
pregnancy.   

The project members have created and printed educational materials such as flyers, postcards, and 
posters.  The next effort is to reach as many people as possible with the information. Some of the 
ways that AAUW members could be involved include distributing printed educational materials, 
serving as community educators about Emergency Birth Control, and helping the Project identify 
important events or locations where attendees might benefit from this information.

If you would like to know more about the project, get on the groupʼs e-mail list for updates on the 
project, or help spread the word about the project, the website is www.accessebc.org.
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Special Election Information
  The state AAUW Public Policy team voted to support   
  Measures 66 and 67 on the January 26 Special Election 
  ballot.  Information about the  
  measures was e-mailed to AAUW 
  members on December 19.   

  If you missed that e-mail, 
  the Votersʼ Guide prepared by the 
  League of Women Voters of 
  Oregon is on the Leagueʼs voter-
  education website at  
      http://www.votesource.org.   
  Click on “Oregon Elections” and then on Measure 66 or 67.

  Get informed and vote!

http://www.votesource.org
http://www.votesource.org

