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RSVP is required as we have to give the security guard 
the names of all attendees before the event.

Contact Dolores Mlynarczyk, 503-931-8401 or dmlynarc@willamette.edu,
to send invitations to your friends.
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A Message from Micki Micki Varney

For the September newsletter I usually write something about fall or returning to 
school or the changing seasons.  Sometimes I write about major events of the 
summer hiatus that stand out as AAUW continues to move the needle on the 
prevailing trend of public opinion in regards to equity. This past summer, 
especially for a few consecutive days in both June and August when we were 
setting records for triple-digit temperatures, I think many of us were thinking of 
climate change and its impact on Oregon.  Year after year we have seen 
declining or premature melting of the snowpack which feeds our rivers and 
reservoirs that are home to our salmon and provide the hydropower, recreational opportunities, and 
irrigation for crops.  Our water provides protection from the tinderbox-like, wildfire conditions that are 
becoming prevalent in our trademark green forests.  We have endured more windy days, wildly 
fluctuating temperatures and increased unpredictability in weather forecasts.  Our oceans are 
becoming more acidic and less productive and habitable for creatures that have lived there for 
millions of years.  I see and experience the effect of these changes on the fish I work with and our 
economy, and I wonder:  Is this the new normal?  

We as individuals can’t change the weather, but there is a different type of climate change where we 
in AAUW are making a difference; we are changing the climate for women and girls in Oregon, in our 
nation and around the world, and I want to recognize our efforts.  A couple of weeks ago I heard an 
interview with Katie Couric in which she was asked whether she had encountered sexism early in her 
broadcast career.  She said, “I started in television when harass was two words instead of one.”  I 
thought how true and how far we have come.  While some areas and institutions are more resistant to 
change, the political climate has been and continues to be changing.  

AAUW has fought a number of key court cases—cases that had the potential to adversely impact 
many of the gains for reproductive rights and diversity—that were heard by the U.S. Supreme Court 
this season.  Because of the vacancy on the Court, the contentious cases ended up in 4-4 ties and 
the decisions of the lower courts prevailed.  The wind continues to 
blow back and forth in the 2016 presidential race with the usual 
accusations, assertions and grandstanding.  But this year, not 
only do we have a woman running for the highest elected position 
in our nation, but there is a very strong possibility that she may be 
elected.  We may have our first woman president to join the ranks 
of women leaders in other countries, such as Chancellor Angela 
Merkel of Germany and Prime Minister Theresa May of the United 
Kingdom.

The state of Oregon continues to be visionary in public policy.  
The past couple of years have been especially noteworthy in 
strengthening protections and providing support for women and 
working families.  The 2015 Legislature passed employment 
related laws 1) requiring provision of mandatory sick leave state-
wide, 2) permitting disclosure of wage and salary information to 
co-workers, and 3) mandatory breaks, paid vacation leave, and 
protections from harassment for domestic workers.  

(Continued on Page 3)
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President’s Column  (Continued from Page 2)

The statute of limitations on rape has increased from 6 years to 12 years, and women throughout the 
state now have greater access to birth control.  In 2016 a law was passed increasing the minimum 
wage state-wide in a practical tiered-system taking the diverse needs and challenges of rural and 
urban counties into account.  Women disproportionately hold the majority of minimum wage jobs, so 
passage of the minimum wage bill was a huge milestone.  Our AAUW Lobby Corps was instrumental 
in passage of these laws and will continue to be a force as we continue to lobby for equal pay in the 
upcoming legislative session.  

Not only is Oregon at the forefront in passing laws supporting women, we also have a historic number 
of women in state-wide elected leadership positions.  An August 19 article in Willamette Week 
highlighted Oregon’s “girl power.”  Women currently occupy the positions of Governor, Attorney 
General, Secretary of State and Speaker of the House of Representatives.  Yet we have only one 
woman out of seven Oregon members of Congress.  We will work on that.  Oregon continues to lead 
by example, and AAUW continues to play a major role in that progress by empowering women and 
girls through programs that promote education and awareness.  I am proud to be an Oregonian and a 
member of AAUW.  We are changing the climate for women and girls and setting the pace for our 
nation.  

Committee Members Needed for 
Taplin Bequest Recommendations

Ruth Edsall

Salem Branch recently received a second disbursement from the Bernadine Taplin 
Trust for a total of a bit over $57,000 (with approximately $2000 yet to come in the 
final disbursement from the estate).  With what we had in savings before, the Branch 
savings account is now a little over $62,000.  

The board recognizes the need to plan for the use of this money in a responsible and measured way.  
If you are a funds-minded person, the board invites you to participate on a committee to make 
recommendations on the management and use of this wonderful gift.  If you are interested, please 
email Micki Varney by September 15th.

Speech Trek Competition Planned for Spring 2017
You can be a part of a committee that is planning a speech competition for high school girls in the 
spring of 2017!  Ruth Edsall will chair a committee that will pick the topic, date and venue for a 
speech competition for high school girls in the Salem Keizer school district.  Betsy McDowell has 
already hopped on board the Speech Trek train, and, if you have a passion for this kind of event, your 
help will be most welcome.  

It is anticipated that the winner of the competition will win $500, second place $300, and third $200.  
We would love to get local corporate sponsors to contribute to the prize money, and it would be great 
to have a board member from the sponsor(s) help judge the competition.         (Continued on Page 4)  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Speech Trek Competition Planned for Spring 2017  (Continued from Page 3)

The competition will benefit from any and all willing volunteers, but especially from those of you who:
● May have ties to the school district and can help publicize the event to all the high schools and
appropriate teachers in order to have excellent participation.
● May have experience approaching corporations soliciting donations.
● Become energized when working on a project that will have a significant impact on the young
women who participate.
● Are self motivated; when given a task you carry it out and report back to confirm completion and
ask what’s next.

You may wonder, what is the time commitment for this committee?  Hopefully many hands will make 
light work!  Planning meetings will happen once a month in September, October and November, 
January and February. These meetings will last no longer than 90 minutes. We could possibly need a 
couple of meetings in March, and the event will take place in April or very early May of 2017.  

Check out the guidelines we will use from AAUW national program in a box: 
http://www.aauw.org/resource/speech-trek-program-in-a-box/  

Please contact Ruth Edsall if you are interested in volunteering.

Member Corner
We have two new members who joined in April.  Welcome!  Petra S. Berger  ↑ and her 

husband Mike bought a second 
home in Prineville, where 
grandson Noah and his family 
moved in the spring.  Petra has 
already signed up to be a 
volunteer site coordinator role for 
a new SMART Head Start 
reading program in Prineville and 
plans to volunteer at Noah’s 
school.  Petra will continue to be 
an AAUW member although not 
an active one for the next 
several years.

Helen Shepard died on August 10 at age 95. A memorial service will be held at 
Pentacle Theatre on Saturday, October 8, at 11:30 AM, with a pot luck reception 
following.  In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations in Helen's memory to 
the Pentacle Theater Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 186, Salem, OR  97308.

Helen majored in theater and English, then taught in several high schools.  She 
was a Life member of AAUW and Pentacle Theatre, where she performed in a 
number of plays.  Her favorite role was as Daisy in Driving Miss Daisy. 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Interest Groups

Books
Lunchtime Lit. - Thurs., Sept. 15, 11:45 a.m.
Location:  TBA
We will choose books for the year, so bring your suggestions. 
Leader:  Ann Trombley

 Food
Creative Cooking – Wed., Sept. 14, 6:30 p.m. Hostess:  
Ruth Edsall
Salad potluck and organizational meeting.
More info: Call Ruth Edsall

Out to Lunch Bunch – Fri., Sept. 9, 11:30 a.m. 
Location:  Gustav’s Restaurant, Keizer Station 
Want to carpool? Call Donna 
 Hostess: Meredith Sheehy
 Group Leader: Marjorie Rueling
 New Members Welcome!

Other
Great Decisions  - First Monday, Capitol Manor
For more information about this group call Marian Churchill.

Matinee Idols – Sat., Sept. 24, 12:30 p.m.
Salem Cinema on Broadway
Contact Nancy Kuehn to be on the list for this group. 
Chair: Nancy Kuehn

The matinees generally start from 12:35 to 1:00.   A brief listing of the 
movies and start times will be e-mailed to interested AAUW members the 
Thursday prior to the movie date.  (The theater changes their schedules on Thursdays).
If you are interested in joining us, send your e-mail address to Nancy Kuehn
nckuehn@comcast.net.

Women, Words and Wine – Thurs., Sept. 15, 5:30 p.m.
Location:  Venti’s Café and Tap House on S. Commercial Street
Premise: Discuss what matters to women and encourage new branch members. 
Check us out at Meetup.com 
More info: Ruth Edsall

See Page 6 for some background on this interest group.
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Salem WWW—Women, Words and Wine 
A year ago, Ruth Edsall and Micki Varney started an online interest group 
called Salem WWW—Women, Words and Wine.  At one of our AAUW board 
meetings, Ruth had suggested the Meetup website as a means of 
connecting to like-minded women in the Salem area who shared passions for women’s equity and 
intellectual conversation similar to those of us in AAUW.  After some discussion and research, we 
decided to try it out for a year.   On September 12, 2015, Salem WWW was founded.   

For those of you unfamiliar with Meetup, it is an online social networking portal that facilitates 
meetings of group members all over the world.  The Meetup site helps people who share common 
interests connect to others in their local areas and around the world.  The website is easy to 
navigate and makes finding groups that might interest you a relatively simple task.  All you need to 
do is go to http://www.meetup.com/, enter your city or postal code, and select topics that you 
are interested in from a large list of possibilities.  After you have selected your interests, Meetup 
will then find groups that share any of the same topics you listed.  For example, our Salem WWW 
site lists the following as topics of interest: 

Wine · Women's Social · Intellectual Discussion · Wine Tasting · Critical Thinking · Women's 
Empowerment · Activism · Political Activism · Professional Women · Social Issues · Self-
Empowerment · Women's Networking · Activist · Progressives · Debate 

Through our WWW Meetup pages, we can schedule meetings, send out invitations to group 
members, accept RSVP’s, post photos from events, manage communications between group 
members, print off attendee lists and name tags for events, etc.  

Salem WWW has had 14 events to date; we schedule meetings for the third Thursday of every 
month and occasionally throw in an extra.  Our members, who are called Catalysts (I thought the 
term appropriate for the group), are folks who have joined our Salem WWW site and therefore 
receive notices of upcoming meetings, announcements, and messages from other members if they 
wish.  I remember how excited I was at the end of that first month when 50 catalysts had joined 
our site.  We currently have 354 members/catalysts following us. 

At Salem WWW women of all ages and backgrounds are getting together to discuss topics that 
impact women and girls.  The group has been successful and rewarding in so many ways and we 
hope you will join us and share your story, experience or tidbit of wisdom.  Our next scheduled get 
together will be at 5:30 on Thursday September 15th at Venti’s Café and Tap House on S. 
Commercial Street.   Here are a few memories and experiences from our first year: 

• We hear and share remarkable stories and personal experiences about women and their
environs in other countries, in the places they work, and in the many roles that women fill
and balance every day.

• We meet others with similar interests and share some special “me” time after work.
• We learn about wineries in the area and discuss places of interest and events in our

communities
• We have learned tips on how to negotiate the best deal when purchasing a vehicle
• We are diverse---ethnically, geographically, vocationally, demographically
• We share AAUW and we keep growing.

Take a look at the website at www.meetup.com/Salem-WWW-Women-Words-and-Wine/ 
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Community Events:

Discover Pink Walk
Mary Ellen Dello Stritto

The Discover Pink Walk is on Saturday, October 1, at the Oregon State Capital.  The event raises 
funds to increase mammography for women in Marion and Polk Counties.

AAUW will again have a team.  We’re looking to buy AAUW shirts this year (although wearing an 
AAUW shirt is not required).

Signups are online, and the total cost is $22.50 paid by credit card online.  If you’d like to join the 
AAUW team, contact Mary Ellen Dello Stritto

Family Building Blocks Dream Builders Luncheon in October 13
AAUW will have a table again this year at the FBB Dream Builders Luncheon to be held at the Salem 
Convention Center on Thursday, October 13, from noon to 1 o’clock.  The luncheon is always lovely 
and the meal is free for this fundraiser for Family Building Blocks.  This year’s program will be a 
special one:  A little girl in an FBB class a dozen years ago is now ready to start college.  We’ll hear 
her story.

If you can attend, please contact Sally Hollemon as soon as possible. 

Save the Date:  Saturday, October 15
Emily Evans of the Women’s Foundation of Oregon will lead a panel to explain what was learned from 
women at the Listen to Her tours about issues such as pay equity and living wage jobs, childcare and 
domestic violence.  The panel will ask for audience input on how to proceed.

The event will be held at Loucks Auditorium at Salem Library beginning at 10 a.m.  There will be more 
detail in the October newsletter.

Save the Date:  Wednesday, October 19
Dr. Robin DiAngelo will deliver this year's Salem Peace Lecture. Her topic will be "We Must Talk 
About Race: What Makes That So Hard for White People?"

AAUW is a cosponsor of the Peace Lecture.  The October newsletter will have more information 
about it.
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New Board Elected
At the May 14 branch meeting Joyce Zook, outgoing Co-President of 
AAUW of Oregon, spoke on  S is for SPARKLE in Salem Branch.

To build our branch membership
she encouraged members to call AAUW friends--
and other women who might become interested in AAUW--
and offer rides to branch meetings and interest groups.

AAUW Salem Branch Board for 2016-17

Micki        Robin     Dolores   Mary Ellen   Mary      Sally    Judy  Diane         Ruth
Varney       Brandt       Mlynarczyk  Dello Stritto  Bauman  Hollemon    Coyle   Anderson    Edsall
President  Program   Membership     Co-Treasurers     Secretary,   Public  Publicity    Special

     Newsletter   Policy  Project

Mahonia Hall Luncheon

AAUW members who lead 
tours of Mahonia Hall

and local potters who lend their art 
objects for display at the 

Governor’s Mansion 
were hosted by 

First Gentleman Dan Little at a 
luncheon at Mahonia Hall in July.
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(Check one)   I want to _____join AAUW.    _____ renew my membership in AAUW. 

If you are renewing your membership, please fill out your name and any new contact information.
Alternatively, you can renew your dues online at aauw.org.

If you are a Life member, you must pay the $15 Salem Branch dues (plus $15 if you want to have 
the newsletter printed and mailed to you).
If you are joining AAUW for the first time, please fill out the whole form.

Name__________________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________ZIP___________________________________

Phone____________________________________Cell___________________________________

Email___________________________________________________________________________

AAUW members must hold at least an Associate’s Degree (or equivalent, e.g. RN).
College/University attended City & State Degree/Major Year

�

�

Dues cover AAUW programs, operations and state & local AAUW publications sent by email.
Outlook, the quarterly national AAUW magazine, is mailed to each member.

Dues are:  National $49 ($46 is tax deductible) + Oregon $16 + Salem $15   =    $80

    or   Life member dues to Salem Branch only    =    $15

To receive paper copies of the Salem Branch newsletter via regular mail   +      $15

My check to AAUW Salem Branch is for a total of   $___________

For more information contact Membership Chair Dolores Mlynarczyk at dmlynarc@Willamette.edu

Mail this form and your check payable to AAUW Salem Branch to
AAUW Salem Branch, P.O. Box 2144, Salem, OR  97308
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Salem Branch 
P.O. Box 2144 
Salem, OR 97308 

 

AAUW 
promotes equity for 

women and girls 
through education, 

advocacy, 
philanthropy and 

research.
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