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See Page 3 for details about the film.

    AAUW Salem Branch, League of Women Voters of Marion and Polk Counties, 
and Salem Public Library invite you to 

Tuesday, March 14, 2017
7 p.m.

Salem Public Library
Loucks Auditorium
585 Liberty St. SE

Parking is free after 6 p.m.

FREE!  Everyone is welcome!

a documentary film 
about the rise of 

the women’s movement 
in the United States

between 1966 and 1971 
with an enticing blend 

of historical clips 
and interviews.

March is Women’s History Month.
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A Message from Micki Micki Varney
         

March is Women’s History Month 2017.  I don’t think I would have 
fared well as a woman in the early 19th century.  I probably would 
have been arrested, beaten by my husband and ostracized from 
society.  I just can’t envision myself accepting the classification of 
being the weaker of the two sexes rather than equal; of being fragile 
and acquiescent, unable to perform physical work requiring muscular 
or intellectual development; of living in an era of cultural and legal 
constraints affirming total subordination of women to their husbands.  
In the 19th century when women married, they were stripped of their 
power and autonomy and became the property of their husbands.   
They could not own property, could not sign contracts, could not 
vote, file law suits, nor have their own money.  The very mention of 
the concept of equality between men and women was taboo 
because it would cause discord and threaten the sanctity of the 
household.  Sounds like a tall tale, but unfortunately it was true.

Thank goodness things have changed during the past 150 years.  The year 1848 signified the 
beginning of the first of two significant time periods collectively known as the women’s movement in 
the United States.  1848 is important not only because it marked the year of the first women's rights 
convention in Seneca Falls, but it also was the year that the Married Women’s Property Act became 
law in the state of New York.   Paulina Wright Davis, Ernestine Rose and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
well-known women’s rights activists, were key figures behind the passage of the 1848 law which 
made it possible for a married woman to have "separate use" (individual control) of property she 
either brought into marriage or acquired or inherited during the marriage.  The Property Act and the 
Seneca Falls Convention were the catalysts that opened the door and created the foundation that led 
to the first wave of the women’s rights movement in the United States.  

After the Convention, the public backlash and ridicule fueled and dispersed by the negative press 
mocking the audacity of even the suggestion that women should 
be given the right to vote, actually had more of a positive impact 
than negative on the progress of the movement.   Activists and 
organizers benefited from free and widespread advertising, and 
the movement itself was furthered by the untoward attacks on 
women and the issues-related heated discussions that ensued. 

Throughout the nation word spread, and by the time the 19th 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified in 1920, almost 
¾ of the states had already passed legislation granting women 
the right to vote.   The ratification of the 19th Amendment signified 
the culmination of the first wave of the women’s movement, but 
because of the next 40 years of successive wars, the second 
wave of activism was put on hold until the 1960’s.

The women’s rights movement of the 1960’s and 1970’s was 
actually a compilation of separate events fueled by a turbulent

(Continued on Page 3)
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couple of decades challenging civil rights and exacerbated by the divided positions regarding our 
involvement in the Vietnam War.  This second wave saw the enactment of the Voting Rights Act,   
Title IX, the passage of the Equal Rights Amendment (which was not ratified by enough states within 
the time limit set by Congress), and the Supreme Court ruling in Roe vs. Wade. 

I mention all this history not just because March is Women’s History Month, but because I fear that 
many born after the 1970’s do not realize how long our journey has been or recognize the sacrifices 
women have made to secure the rights and freedoms we enjoy today.  We’ve made great gains since 
the Victorian era.  The Women’s Rights Movement has clearly been successful in irrevocably 
changing the circumstances and hopes of women.  Women’s History month is our opportunity to 
attend and sponsor events that recognize its significance and continue passing that torch on to 
generations to follow.   It is one of our many responsibilities and passions because of who we are and 
what we believe.  Anyone who thinks AAUW members are going to sit back and let any of those hard-
fought gains turn to sand and start slipping between our fingertips had better reexamine their 
hourglass.  

Stay the course, and I hope to see you at our public presentation of She’s Beautiful When She’s 
Angry on March 14th.

Save the Date:  April 4—Equal Pay Day

On Tuesday, April 4, 6:30 p.m., at Broadway Commons, AAUW Salem Branch will hold a meeting on 
Equal Pay Day, the date to which women (on average) have to work to earn as much as a man 
earned (on average) by the end of the previous year.  Former Oregon Secretary of State Jeanne 
Atkins has been invited to speak.
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She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry 

The documentary film takes us from the founding of NOW, with ladies in hats and gloves, to the 
emergence of more radical factions of women’s liberation; from intellectuals like Kate Millett to the 
street theatrics of W.I.T.C.H. (Women’s International Conspiracy from Hell!).  Artfully combining 
dramatizations, performance and archival imagery, the film recounts the stories of women who 
fought for their own equality and in the process created a world-wide revolution.

The documentary dramatizes the early women’s movement in its exhilarating, quarrelsome, 
sometimes heart-wrenching glory.  The film doesn’t shy away from the controversies over race, 
sexual preference and leadership.  It captures the spirit of the time—thrilling, scandalous, and often 
hilarious.  Invite your family and friends to attend with you to celebrate Women’s History.



Interest Groups
Books
Lunchtime Lit. - Thurs., March 16, 11:45 a.m.
Location:  Capital Manor, 1955 Salem-Dallas Hwy.
Book:  Dictionary of Mutual Understanding by Jackie Copleton
Discussion leader:  Christine Welsch
Chair:  Ann Trombley

Food
Creative Cooking – Wed., March 8, 6:30 p.m.
Hostess:  Judy Coyle, 1755 Fairmount Avenue S, 408-293-6624
Cooks:  Lark Abrahamson, Ruth Edsall, Arwen Edsall
More info: Call Ruth Edsall

Out to Lunch Bunch – Fri., March 10, 11:30 a.m.
Location:  McGrath’s Fishhouse, 3805 Center St.
Hostess:  Margo Spielman
Group Leader: Marjorie Rueling
New Members Welcome!

Other
Great Decisions  - First Monday, Capitol Manor
For more information about this group call Marian Churchill.

Women, Words and Wine – Thurs., March 16, 5:30 p.m.
Location TBA
Premise: Discuss what matters to women and encourage new branch members. 
To check us out type into your search bar:  Salem Women, Words and Wine 
More info: Ruth Edsall

New Members’ Get-Together
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New AAUW members met at the home of Joyce Zook on February 8.  President Micki Varney and 
Membership Chair Dolores Mlynarczyk talked with the new members about AAUW and asked how 
they wanted to get involved in our local branch.

Pictured from left to right:  Joyce Zook, Susan Farley, Gretchen Coppedge, Beth Quackenbush, 
Kristin Mauro, Dolores Mlynarczyk, Barbara Gard, Patty Snowfox, Christine Welsch, Elaine Ferguson, 
Beverly West, and Jane Ure.

AAUW of Oregon Convention

This year’s convention will be held April 21-23 at Salesian Lodge in Gleneden 
Beach on the Oregon coast.  The theme is Turning the Tide for Women and Girls.  

The Friday dinner keynote speaker will be Patricia Fae Ho, the national AAUW 
president pictured at right, who will update us on current public policy issues.

Speakers on Saturday will include Ellen Rosenbaum, Oregon’s Attorney General, 
who will update us on current issues in State government and answer questions.  Other speakers will 
be Emily Evans of the Women’s Foundation of Oregon, who will accept the Breaking Barriers 
Achievement Award and share her insights from her interviews with Oregon women; she toured the 
state to compile information for last fall’s Women’s Foundation report Count Her In:  A Report About 
Women & Girls in Oregon.  Heather Mason, Legal Advocacy Fund plaintiff will talk about the suit 
against the University of Tennessee which was recently successfully settled. 

Saturday Break-Out sessions will provide opportunities to learn about Tech Trek or WorkSmart, 
current research results, and campus attitudes toward gender equity.  Sunday our state Public Policy 
Chair Trish Garner will discuss how our AAUW issues are going in the Oregon Legislature.

Are you intrigued?  The full convention agenda is included in the spring issue of Oregon News 
emailed to members on February 12.  Also included are bios of the convention speakers    (To Page 6)

AAUW of Oregon Convention  (Continued from Page 5)
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and workshop presenters as well as of the candidates for the AAUW of Oregon Board on which 
delegates will vote.  

There will be a silent auction with the proceeds from the baskets of goodies going to AAUW Funds.  If 
you have ideas for Salem Branch’s basket, contact Sally Hollemon, 503-391-8978 or 
rhollemon@comcast.net.  

The convention registration form is in Oregon News.  The form includes the cost of registration ($50) 
plus the price for each meal option.  Mail your registration form and check by April 1 (to avoid a $20 
late fee).

And let Sally know you are going to convention so convention-goers can carpool to the coast.  Salem 
Branch is entitled to three delegates plus our president.  Board members have priority, but if you’re 
interested in begin a delegate or an alternate, let Sally know.

AAUW National Convention:  Registration is now open for the AAUW National 
Convention! Join us June 14–17 in Washington, D.C., to lobby Congress, hone your leadership skills, 
and network with AAUW leaders.  See convention.aauw.org.  

A Special Message from AAUW Board Chair Patricia Fae Ho
Highlights of March 3, 2017, emailed message

Your AAUW Board of Directors is considering a dues increase of $10, the first increase in nine years, 
to ensure that AAUW remains strong and able to meet the needs of women and girls today and in the 
future.  The Board will vote on the proposed dues increase at their regularly scheduled meeting on 
June 13, 2017. Should the increase pass, it will not become effective until the following fiscal year, 
beginning July 1, 2018. This would give branches ample time to initiate the process on your end and 
allow for people to include this increase in their personal budgets.

An increase is under consideration because, although our recent Charting the Course campaign 
shows the generosity and commitment of many members to the organization, it is impossible to 
budget effectively based on what might come in.  Annual dues are a more stable source of income.  
They provide the framework for AAUW’s mission and programs. Indeed, a combination of both dues 
and donations are critically necessary to support AAUW’s salary negotiation workshops, 
groundbreaking research, advocacy efforts, campus leadership programs, and so much more. Even 
fully funded programs, such as the Legal Advocacy Fund and fellowships and grants, require the 
support of an infrastructure to do their work.

I’d also like you to consider how prices have changed since AAUW’s last dues increase in 2008. It 
would be very difficult to name even one item that has not increased significantly in price during that 
time period. That means we’ve been paying more and more to keep our programs running. AAUW is 
proposing a modest 20 percent increase — only eighty-three cents a month. Just think of the return 
that investment makes in the lives of countless women and girls.

Additional information will be made available after the board vote in June. In the meantime, should 
you have any immediate questions, please reach out to connect@aauw.org. 
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I want to _____join AAUW as a new member. 

Name__________________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________________

City______________________________________ZIP___________________________________

Phone____________________________________Cell___________________________________

Email___________________________________________________________________________

AAUW members must hold at least an Associate’s Degree (or equivalent, e.g. RN).
College/University attended City & State Degree/Major Year

Dues cover AAUW programs, operations and state & local AAUW publications sent by email.
Outlook, the quarterly national AAUW magazine, is mailed to each member.

[Annual dues are:  National $49 ($46 is tax deductible) + Oregon $16 + Salem $15   =     $80]

     Half-Year Dues for New Members      =   $40

      
   To receive paper copies of the Salem Branch newsletter via regular mail      +      7.50

    My check to AAUW Salem Branch is for a total of   $_________

For more information contact Membership Chair Dolores Mlynarczyk at dmlynarc@Willamette.edu

Mail this form and your check payable to AAUW Salem Branch to
AAUW Salem Branch, P.O. Box 2144, Salem, OR  97308
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Half-Year Membership
for New Members 
in Salem Branch

through June 2017
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Salem Branch
P.O. Box 2144 

Salem, OR 97308

AAUW 
promotes equity for 

women and girls 

through education, 

advocacy, 

philanthropy and 

research.
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