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April 4 Branch Meeting on Equal Pay Day 
Tuesday, April 4, is Equal Pay Day.  The date is symbolic:  On average a man 
earns X dollars during a calendar year.  A woman on average must work an 
additional three months to equal that amount.  The federal Equal Pay Act, 
passed in 1963 as an amendment to the Fair Labor Standards Act, improved 
the situation for women, but there are loopholes.
Trish Garner, AAUW of Oregon Public Policy Chair, will speak at our April 4th 
branch meeting beginning at 6:30 p.m. at Broadway Commons.  Trish will 
discuss equal pay and related bills in the Oregon Legislature. 

Elect Next Year’s Board
At our April 4 branch meeting we will elect next year’s board:  Nominees are:

President:  Mary Ellen Dello Stritto [pictured right top]
Co-Treasurers:  Mary Bauman [pictured right below] and Micki Varney 

[pictured on Page 2]  Additional board members may be appointed later.                                              
If you are interested in serving on the Board, please notify Mary Ellen at 

dr.dellostritto@gmail.com.  Positions needed are Program (lead the planning for 
branch meetings), Membership (invite potential new members to join AAUW), 
Publicity (contact media outlets, etc., to publicize our events), Secretary (for 
board meetings), AAUW Funds Chair (encourage our members to contribute to 
AAUW Funds and record members’ contributions before forwarding the checks 
to the Oregon AAUW Funds Chair).
   

AAUW Members Invited to                                   
Assist with Equal Pay Day at WOU

For several years AAUW members have joined with students from Abby’s House at WOU to help 
educate students on discrepancies between the pay of women and men in similar jobs. This year 
they will again hold an In-equality Bake Sale from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Tuesday, April 4th.

→ AAUW members are invited to make individually wrapped cookies or cupcakes for the bake 
sale.  If you will make a baked good, please contact Micki Varney and arrange to get your baked 
goods for her to take. Micki can be reached at chinook_salmon@yahoo.com or 509-540-0563.

→ AAUW members are also invited to sit at AAUW’s table at WOU on Equal Pay Day to talk to 
students about AAUW during all or part of the event from 11am - 2pm. Please contact Micki Varney 
if you would sit at the table with her.

For more information about Abby's House go to www.wou.edu/abbyshouse.

Trish Garner
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A Message from Micki            Micki Varney

Happy April!  

No better way to kick off the month than to participate in one of the activities 
bringing attention to Equal Pay Day on Tuesday, April 4th, and to celebrate the 
passage of the Fair Pay Bill through the Oregon House on Tuesday, March 28th.  
Thank you AAUW members for answering the call to action and making it 
possible for HB 2005 to move forward in this challenging Legislative session.   
Your emails, letters, testimony and lobbying were fundamental to getting the bill 
passed and now moved on to be considered by the Senate Committee on Workforce.  
 
Oregon has been at the forefront of our nation in passing innovative, progressive legislation 
supporting and protecting our environment, advocating fair and equitable treatment for women, 
development of resourceful economic policies and helping working families to get ahead in today’s 
tough economy.  I am so proud I am an Oregonian and have an opportunity to be involved in many 
proactive organizations and actions that advocate these progressive viewpoints.   

However, passage and adoption of progressive legislation, albeit key, is only a step in the process of 
change.  Laws may exist on the books, but unless the laws are followed or enforced, they are merely 
words on paper.  In my work as a union shop steward I see evidence of this every day.  Collective 
bargaining agreements are a set of rules and operational guidelines agreed to between management 
and employees represented by the union.  Violations of these rules by either party may result in 
discipline or a formal grievance in order to resolve the issue.  I say all this because the many laws 
that have been passed to improve the lives of women are so very valuable, but women lose ground 
when violations of something they have fought for are ignored.  Whether it be Title IX, campus 
violence, equal pay, discrimination, sexual harassment, or whatever, not taking action is akin to 
condoning the violation.

I will be at the Equal Pay Day table/rally at Western Oregon University on Tuesday, April 4, beginning 
at 11 a.m.  Equal Pay Day is the symbolic day of the year in which 
a woman’s earnings finally catch up to the earnings of a man for 
the previous year in the same profession.   We are joining with 
Abby’s House again this year to recognize and inform others of 
the significance of Equal Pay Day.  Please come join us in 
spreading awareness. 
 
The AAUW State Convention will be April 21-23 at the Salishan 
Resort in Gleneden Beach.  Our branch is supplying a basket of 
items for the silent auction.  The silent auction raises money for 
AAUW Funds—proceeds will be equally divided between the 
Educational Opportunities Fund and the Legal Advocacy Fund.  
The theme of our basket this year is “Women With Attitude.”  
Please bring items you would like to donate for the basket to our 
branch meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 4, or contact a 
board member so we can pick up your donation.

I hope to see you on Tuesday. —Micki
 

President—Micki Varney, 
509-540-0563    
chinook_salmon@yahoo.com

Membership—Dolores Mlynarczyk 
503-931-8401
dmlynarc@willamette.edu

Co-treasurers—Mary Bauman &
Mary Ellen Dello Stritto

Program—
Public Policy—Judy Coyle
Publicity—Diane Anderson
Special Project—Ruth Edsall

Newsletter Editor, Secretary—
Sally Hollemon   
Proofreader—Donna Briney
Circulation—Sherry Yang
Webmaster—Sherry Yang
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AAUW of Oregon Convention

Reservation Deadline is April 1 to avoid late fee  
Delegates:  Salem branch delegates to the convention will be President Micki Varney and Judy 
Coyle, Ruth Edsall, and Kristin Mauro.

Attend convention at the coast:  The theme of this year’s convention—April 21-23 at Salishan 
Resort in Gleneden Beach—isTurning the Tide for Women and Girls.  

Speakers will include Patricia Fae Ho, the national AAUW 
president (pictured at right), who will update us on current 
public policy issues; Ellen Rosenbaum, Oregon’s Attorney 
General (pictured at left), who will update us on current 
issues in state government and answer questions; Emily 
Evans of the Women’s Foundation of Oregon, who will 
accept the Breaking Barriers Achievement Award and 
share her insights from her interviews with Oregon women 
for last fall’s Women’s Foundation report Count Her In:  A 
Report About Women & Girls in Oregon; and our state Public Policy Chair Trish 
Garner will discuss how our AAUW issues are going in the Oregon Legislature.

The full convention agenda and registration form are included in the spring issue of Oregon News 
emailed to members on February 12.  The form includes the cost of registration ($50) plus the price 
for each meal option.  Mail your registration form and check by April 1 (to avoid a $20 late fee).

And let one of our delegates know you are going to convention so convention-goers can carpool to 
the coast.

AAUW Funds Basket:  Each AAUW branch contributes a basket of goodies to auction at 
convention; all proceeds go to AAUW Funds.  A pillow and a T-shirt have been contributed for Salem 
Branch’s basket.  Additional contributions for our “Women with Attitude” basket—such as wine, food 
item, book—are sought.  You can bring your contribution to the April 4 branch meeting.

AAUW National Convention 
Registration is now open for the AAUW National Convention on June 14–17 in Washington, D.C., to 
lobby Congress, hone your leadership skills, and network with AAUW leaders.  See all the details at 
convention.aauw.org.

Speech Trek
Ruth Edsall, chair of AAUW’s new project called Speech Trek, said the deadline for entries is April 7.  
The preliminary competition will be on Saturday, April 15, and the runoff competition will be on 
Saturday, May 6.  Both events will be held at Broadway Commons. 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Interest Groups
New members are welcome!  Contact the group leader.

Books
Lunchtime Lit. - Thurs., April 20, 11:45 a.m.
Location:  Capital Manor, 1955 Dallas Hwy. NW
Book:  H is For Hawks by Helen MacDonald
Leader:  Ruth Roberts
Group Leader:  Ann Trombley

Food
Creative Cooking – Wed., April 12, 6:30 p.m.
Hostess:  Florence Carter                                                                                                                                                                            
More info: Call Ruth Edsall

Out to Lunch Bunch – Fri., April 14, 11:30 a.m.
Location:  Konditorei, 310 Kearney St. SE
Hostess:  Virginia Judd
Group Leader: Marjorie Rueling

Other
Great Decisions  - First Monday, Capitol Manor
For more information about this group call Marian Churchill, 503-362-8653.

Women, Words and Wine – Thurs., April 20, 5:30 p.m.
Location TBA
Premise: Discuss what matters to women and encourage new branch members. 
To check us out type into your search bar:  Salem Women, Words and Wine 
More info: Ruth Edsall  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I want to _____join AAUW as a new member. 

Name__________________________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________________ 

City______________________________________ZIP___________________________________ 

Phone____________________________________Cell___________________________________

 Email___________________________________________________________________________ 

AAUW members must hold at least an Associate’s Degree (or equivalent, e.g. RN). 

College/University attended City & State Degree/Major Year 

________________________________________________________________________________________

Dues cover AAUW programs, operations and state & local AAUW publications sent by email. Outlook, 
the quarterly national AAUW magazine, is mailed to each member. 

[Annual dues are: National $49 ($46 is tax deductible) + Oregon $16 + Salem $15 = $80]

Half-Year Dues for New Members   = $40

To receive paper copies of the Salem Branch newsletter via regular mail   + 7.50

My check to AAUW Salem Branch is for a total of   $_______

 
For more information contact Membership Chair Dolores Mlynarczyk at dmlynarc@Willamette.edu 

Mail this form and your check payable to AAUW Salem Branch to 

AAUW Salem Branch, P.O. Box 2144, Salem, OR 97308 
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Half-Year Membership for 
New Members                        

in Salem Branch        
through June 2017 
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Salem Branch 
P.O. Box 2144 
Salem, OR 97308 

 

AAUW 
promotes equity for 

women and girls 
through education, 

advocacy, 
philanthropy and 

research.
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